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The threefold mission of the 
Collaborative is to:

• Strengthen the capacity
of Community Development
Corporations (CDCs) to
serve as leaders in
neighborhood revitalization
initiatives that meet
community needs in a way
that measurably improves
residents’ quality of life;

• Stimulate system,
development and change
resulting in strong, durable
CDCs capable of
accomplishing specific
demonstrable and
significant objectives in the
areas of affordable housing,
economic development,
community safety and other
aspects of community
building; and

• Promote the community
development industry as an
effective vehicle for
transforming Columbus’
distressed neighborhoods
into vibrant, sustainable
communities.
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A LETTER TO OUR PARTNERS:

The Community Development Collaborative of Greater 
Columbus (Collaborative) is pleased to present the 2013 
Annual Update to the community.  The Collaborative’s partner 
Community Development Corporations (CDCs) continue to 
play a key role in furthering the Collaborative’s mission of 
developing affordable housing opportunities, supporting 
revitalization efforts, and bringing new jobs into distressed 
neighborhoods. Our Partner CDCs include: Community 
Development for All People, Franklinton Development 
Association, Greater Linden Development Corporation, and 
Homes on the Hill Community Development Corporation.

At the beginning of the year, representatives from each of 
the CDCs attended an interactive grant-writing session. The 
session offered essential grant writing strategies, such as the 
development of a strong mission statement, and discussions 
on main components of the grant writing process.  

The Collaborative hosted a Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program (NSP) celebration event in late spring to recognize 
the success of NSP-funded programs throughout Columbus 
and Franklin County. Event attendees included City and 
County staff, and representatives of the many local developers 
and non-profits that brought NSP projects to fruition. HUD 
invested more than $70 million in Central Ohio under NSP to 
support affordable housing initiatives, increase employment 
opportunities, and create or retain 2,000 jobs locally.

In an effort to get young professionals involved in 
community development activities in the early stages of 
their careers, the Collaborative sponsored a networking 
event for Young Professionals in Community Development. 
Later in the fall, the Collaborative hosted a luncheon panel 
event, We’ve Got Next: Where Experience Meets Innovation, 
bringing young professionals and experienced community 
leaders together to share stories, network, and foster new 
professional relationships. Guest panelists included James 
Schimmer, Director of Economic Development and Planning 
for Franklin County; Steven Schoeny, Director of the 
Department of Development for the City of Columbus; and 
Reverend John Edgar, Executive Director of Community 
Development for All People. 

The Collaborative is very proud of our numerous 
accomplishments. Moving forward into 2014, the 
Collaborative is excited to continue building partnerships 
throughout Greater Columbus as we work to address critical 
housing and neighborhood needs.
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COLLABORATIVE 2013 CDC ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS
Through the support of our generous partners, the Community Development Collaborative of Greater 
Columbus (Collaborative) leverages resources from a variety of sources to strengthen and support 
eligible Community Development Corporations (CDCs) throughout Columbus and Franklin County.  The 
Collaborative provides operating support and technical assistance to its partner CDCs, helping to enhance 
organizational capacity and affordable housing opportunities for low to moderate income communities. 

The Collaborative’s success is made possible through the combined talents and resources of a robust 
public, private and nonprofit partnership.  Anchoring the public sector’s involvement in this partnership 
are the City of Columbus and Franklin County; JP Morgan Chase, Fifth Third Bank, Nationwide Bank 
and PNC Bank lead the private sector; and The Columbus Foundation, Enterprise Community Partners, 
Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing and United Way of Central Ohio bring invaluable expertise from 
the nonprofit sector.  Without this support, our CDC Partners would lack the resources to retain key staff, 
maintain critical programs and effectively develop affordable housing.

The Collaborative would like to sincerely thank all of our partners for their support as we continue to 
strive to meet the need for safe, decent, and affordable housing.  The following pages showcase our 2013 
CDC partners’ efforts to build more vibrant and sustainable communities.

2

COLLABORATIVE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Bruce 

Luecke

Julie 
Smith

Jeffrey 
Greenleaf

Rollin
Seward

Stefanie Steward-
Young

Sarah
Torsell

Kim 
Stands Theresa 

Saelim

Jonathan
Welty

Emily 
Savors



Community Development for All People 
“Welcoming Neighbors” 
A diverse range of services and housing initiatives make 
Community Development for All People (CD4AP) an integral 
driving force for positive growth on the South Side of Columbus.  
In 2013, CD4AP along with community partners developed over 
60 units of housing, provided repairs for homeowners, launched 
a new website to help sell homes and completed numerous 
neighborhood cleanups.  These efforts are truly transformative for 
the community. 

Franklinton Development Association 
“Laying the Groundwork” 
In 2013, funding provided by the Collaborative enabled Franklinton Development Association (FDA) to 
continue to grow the organization while also providing leadership in the community.  FDA sold eight 
single family homes and secured financing for the rehabilitation of a mixed-use building which will 
include residential and retail spaces. 

FDA continues to build momentum by helping to establish Franklinton as an exciting and creative 
community in which to live by facilitating the creation and adoption of community plans that will  
serve as the framework for the sustainable revitalization of Franklinton for decades to come. In addition, 

the Columbus Idea Foundry – which provides classes, tools 
and workspace for artists, inventors, entrepreneurs and the 
general public – is moving to a warehouse owned by FDA in 
East Franklinton. This new neighborhood anchor will further 
compliment FDA’s affordable housing development in the area 
and help solidify FDA’s role in leading revitalization in the 
Franklinton community.  
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 “There is a sense of hope for the future as the vacant lots are 
filled with new homes, sites are rehabbed, new families move in 
and homeowners receive much needed help.”  

- Margaret Madison 
Housing Specialist  

Community Development for All People
Southern Gateway Home

“FDA continues to be instrumental in laying the groundwork for 
sustainable revitalization of Franklinton for decades to come.  
Funding from the Collaborative enabled us to continue to grow 
while also providing leadership in the community.” 

–Jim Sweeny
Executive Director  

Franklinton Development Association
West Park Home
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Homes on the Hill CDC 
“Bringing Families Home”
This past year marked a milestone for 
Homes on the Hill Community Development 
Corporation (HOTH), as they celebrated 
their 20th year of helping communities 
develop and sustain vibrant economic and 
homeownership opportunities. HOTH’s 
success at helping residents realize the 
dream of homeownership was recognized 
by the Ohio Housing Finance Agency 
Board, when they presented HOTH with the 
2013 Spirit of Homeownership Excellence 
Award.  Over the past two years, HOTH has 
facilitated more than $10,000,000 in direct 
investment into the community.  From 
rehabilitating homes for sale and rental, to 
providing critical housing counseling, to 
working with community partners to make 
home repairs, HOTH is helping to build 
stronger communities.

Greater Linden Development Corporation 
“Restoring Hope”
2013 was a year of learning and growth for Greater Linden 
Development Association (GLDC), as they opened a new chapter 
of affordable housing development in their evolution as a CDC.  
GLDC successfully completed the development of four homes as 
part of their Linden Village project.  This venture marked their 
first single-family housing undertaking as lead developer from 
beginning to end.  Long known for their community  
engagement and neighborhood beautification, GLDC is excited  
to integrate these efforts with their affordable housing 
development initiatives moving forward. 

“We are both humbled that we had this opportunity and proud of 
the four beautiful houses that replaced four long-time vacant and 
blighted properties.  It was the first big step in GLDC’s affordable 
housing development journey and set us on the course to better fulfill 
our mission of improving Linden through housing development.”

- Donna Hicho  
Executive Director  

Greater Linden Development Corporation
Linden Village Property

 “Residents and community leaders are the heart of what 
we do. They assist us in identifying opportunities and 
help us implement our diverse and sometimes complex 
programs. We work with them in many capacities and 
they have been a large part of our success.” 

– Stephen Torsell
Executive Director  

Homes on the Hill CDC

Home Buyer Education Workshop
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