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Letter to Our Partners

T

he Community Development Collaborative of Greater Columbus (Collaborative) invests in
the revitalization of Columbus and Franklin County neighborhoods by providing funding
support and technical assistance to a number of dedicated community development
corporations (CDCs) each year. Our 2017 CDC grantees included Community Development for
All People, Franklinton Urban Empowerment Lab (FUEL), Gertrude Wood Community Foundation,
Homes on the Hill CDC, and Homeport.
With the assistance of the Collaborative, these five CDCs made strong investments in their
communities and have directly impacted the lives of their residents. Our grantees have a wide
ranging group of projects and services that they accomplished over the past year. Some examples
include Gertrude Wood’s Housing & Wellness Fair that provided 150 residents with information
on affordable housing opportunities, Homeport’s Lease Option Program that helped the first
Kingsford development resident achieve homeownership, and a unique partnership between FUEL
and Integrated Services for Behavioral Health that created affordable rental units for Franklinton
residents. This report will further detail the
innovative ways these CDCs are working to
revitalize their communities.
The work of the Collaborative would not be
possible without the continued support of
our community partners. On behalf of our
Board and Staff, we would like to thank the
City of Columbus, The Columbus Foundation,
Enterprise Community Partners, Fifth
Third Bank, the Franklin County Board of
Commissioners, Nationwide Bank, Ohio
Capital Corporation for Housing, PNC Bank,
and United Way of Central Ohio for their
commitment to building healthy, sustainable,
and affordable communities.
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CDC SPOTLIGHT
Community Development for All People

C

ommunity Development for All People
(CD4AP) firmly believes that one of
the greatest strengths of a community
lies within the potential of its residents
to make change. To help empower residents,
CD4AP brought the United Way of Central Ohio’s
Neighborhood Leadership Academy program to
the South Side of Columbus in 2015. The South
Side program is staffed by CD4AP and provides
valuable training to current and emerging
community leaders in the areas of advocacy,
consensus building, and effective collaboration
and communication skills. At the end of the

training curriculum, participants work together to
develop community projects, events and initiatives.
Now in its third year, the South Side Neighborhood
Leadership Academy has 49 alumni, including 19
participants from the 2017 graduating class. This
year’s class projects were in the areas of healthy
eating, family grief counseling and human
trafficking. Through this program, residents have
been empowered to make a positive impact in their
neighborhoods, building upon the numerous assets
in the community.
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CDC SPOTLIGHT
Franklinton Urban Empowerment Lab

I

n a rapidly changing environment, Franklinton
Urban Empowerment Lab (FUEL) sought
a way to bring affordable rental units to
a neighborhood with increasingly high
acquisition costs. Homeownership remains out
of reach for many Franklinton residents, making
affordable, safe and decent rentals needed more
than ever.
To meet this goal, FUEL formed a unique
partnership with Integrated Services for
Behavioral Health (ISBH) to jointly develop seven
units of affordable rental housing without the
need for large amounts of subsidy. ISBH provides
healthcare services and has extensive experience
in affordable housing development. By sharing
financial resources and development expertise,
the partnership enabled both organizations to
increase the number of projects they could have
otherwise undertaken as well as reduce overall
development costs, resulting in more affordable
units for the community.
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CDC SPOTLIGHT
Gertrude Wood Community Foundation

G

ertrude Wood Community Foundation
(GWCF) seeks to create a safe,
revitalized Driving Park neighborhood,
rich in resources and available services
established through strong leadership and
community partnerships. GWCF works to
make this vision a reality through a variety of
programs that include affordable housing,
financial literacy and youth mentorship.
This August, GWCF held the Housing & Wellness
Fair, bringing together residents and valuable
community resources. The fair was attended
by approximately 150 community residents.
Resources and materials were provided to
help to raise awareness of affordable housing

opportunities available to low
income families; connect residents
with various organizations
including Fifth Third Bank,
Celebrate One and ADAMH; and
educate residents on the social
determinants of health and
wellness. The Housing & Wellness
Fair is a great example of how
GWCF is improving the Driving
Park neighborhood by leveraging
community partnerships.
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CDC SPOTLIGHT
Homeport

W

hile homeownership is not for everyone, Homeport’s vision is to empower residents
of its properties to dream and shape their own future. The Lease Option program
is part of that vision and provides a path to affordable homeownership. Homeport
offers potential buyers the individual counseling and courses needed to make a
successful transition from renter to owner.
In 2001, Homeport completed the Kingsford Homes development on the West Side of Columbus:
33 newly built rental homes that after 15 years would be available for purchase. Ms. Starghill moved
into one these homes in 2001 with the goal of buying the home as soon as it was available. Through
Homeport’s Lease Option program, Ms. Starghill achieved her goal the last week of August 2017
and, in the process, she became the first owner of one of the 33 homes. As part of the program,
Homeport provides residents with a new roof, furnace and water heater to minimize potential
expenses a new homebuyer may experience in the early years of ownership.
“It may have seemed like a pain in the beginning, but in the end, I am telling you it has all been
worth it,” Ms. Starghill said. “The word needs to be out that there are programs like this that can
help people become first time homebuyers.”
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CDC SPOTLIGHT
Homes on the Hill CDC

H

omes on the Hill CDC (HOTH)
provides a continuum of services
for residents of the Greater
Hilltop, including affordable
housing development, financial literacy
and housing counseling. In 2016, HOTH
acquired and rehabbed a recently
foreclosed home in an area of the Greater
Hilltop with a high rate of foreclosures.
Rehabilitation work began in late 2016 and
was completed in the spring of 2017.
The home was sold shortly thereafter to
Ms. Morris, who is retired and living on a
fixed income with a physical disability. Ms.
Morris was moving from an apartment
complex on the West Side, where she
complained of having a difficult landlord.
Since moving into her new home, she
has sought HOTH’s assistance to help
recover the security deposit from her
former residence. She has also sought
HOTH’s advice on making additional
improvements to her property. To show her
appreciation, Ms. Morris recently hosted
HOTH’s staff for a holiday lunch at her new
home. Ms. Morris’ story illustrates one of
the many ways HOTH makes a difference
in the lives of residents of the Greater
Hilltop community.
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Funding Partners

Strengthen the capacity of Community Development
Corporations (CDCs) to develop affordable housing
and revitalize distressed communities.
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CDC
Community Development Collaborative
of Greater Columbus

175 South Third Street, Suite 1060
Columbus, Ohio 43215
CONTACT US
614.228.6488
VISIT US
cdccollaborative.org

